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EDITORIAL
EDITOR’S MAILBOX
Are you one of those who missed the 
ASWA-AWSCPA convention in Seattle? If 
you did, you will be as interested as we 
were in portions of this letter from Lee 
Ella Costello, 1st Vice-President of 
AWSCPA.
The 1956 convention is now history and 
turned out to be both an adventure and 
an exhilarating experience. I had heard 
a great deal about the autumn weather in 
Seattle and was prepared for almost any­
thing. Arriving in the city was for many 
of us a great thrill, because we soared 
over the city, the pilots waiting for a 
chance to land.
On Tuesday, September 18, there was a 
blanket over Seattle that, from above, 
looked like a huge field of snow. I certainly 
cannot describe the beauty of it, with 
Mount Rainier pushing its massive and 
powerful shoulders skyward, and I believe 
no artist has ever been able to place on 
canvas the drama of that scene.
When you were a child, did you ever play 
in the snow and dive into a snowdrift? 
When our plane pierced that blanket for 
a landing, I had the feeling of plunging 
into a huge snowbank. Just that experi­
ence was worth the trip—but, wait, that 
was only the beginning.
Our Seattle hosts could not have done 
more to give us a wonderful, wonderful 
convention. The weather, incidentally, 
cleared and we were able to see the city 
in all its glory — the city of hills, a sight 
never to be forgotten. The views there are 
panoramas.
For many of us, the meeting really 
started with the trip to Bainbridge Island 
where we ate steamed clams and barbe­
cued salmon. We were entertained with 
extremely interesting Indian dances de­
picting the early history of the Northwest. 
That trip was one of the adventures, be­
cause, enroute to the island, we were for 
a time almost completely closed in. We 
felt that we were really sharing the life 
of the seafaring folk, with foghorns blast­
ing and the skipper moving with extreme 
caution. We watched the “old salts” of 
Seattle and realized that we were in no 
danger—all our hosts were bold as bold and 
never got nervous. The rest of us then fol­
lowed suit and enjoyed the trip.
Others will report of the business and 
technical sessions; therefore, we won’t go 
into that part here. In passing, let me say 
the meeting lacked nothing.
At the AWSCPA supper, we all shed our 
professional behavior for a while and 
really got acquainted. I wish I had time 
to tell you something about every member 
present, believe me, we are an interesting 
group of women.
Beth Thompson of Miami won a prize 
for traveling the longest distance, with 
Doris Bennet of Honolulu, Isabel Mason of 
Anchorage and Pearl Scherer of Fairbanks 
as formidable runners up.
One thing I noticed was that many mem­
bers were present for their first conven­
tion. That was good but the Society needs
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greater attendance. Next year, we shall 
be on the sea again but in almost the op­
posite corner of the country. The Missis­
sippi Gulf Coast is beautiful too, and it 
is not too early to begin planning that 
trip.
During the Seattle meeting, some tenta­
tive 1957 plans were disclosed by the com­
mittee, and I am sure we can look forward 
to another fine, worthwhile convention. 
More technical sessions and study groups, 
are, I understand, being prepared, and, 
while we shall certainly not neglect friend­
ship and good fellowship, we can look 
forward to learning even more about our 
profession.
The members of the Seattle Chapter of 
ASWA deserve our praise and gratitude 
for the splendid meeting we had. The 
hospitality of the Northwest is its own 
special brand, excelled by none and rarely, 
if ever, equalled.
See you next year at Edgewater Park, 
Mississippi?
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